Wyeth says EU panel recommends Enbrel approval
NEW YORK, July 30 (Reuters) - Drug maker Wyeth said on Friday a European Commission panel has recommended that regulators approve Enbrel as a treatment for psoriasis after other treatments were found inadequate or inappropriate.

The Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use will forward its opinion to the European Commission for endorsement before Enbrel can receive marketing approval, said Wyeth, which markets Enbrel outside North America and co-promotes the drug with Amgen Inc. in North America.

The recommended approval is for Enbrel, which is also a treatment for rheumatoid arthritis, to treat adults with moderate to severe psoriasis when phototherapy or systemic treatments have been inadequate or are inappropriate, the company said.

Psoriasis, which affects about 2 percent of the world's population, is a chronic immune disorder characterized by red, scaly skin lesions, which can be itchy and painful. Psoriasis is believed to develop when certain immune cells become overactive and release proteins called cytokines.

Higher than normal concentrations of tumor necrosis factor (TNF), a form of cytokine that regulates the body's response to inflammation and infection, can lead to the formation of psoriasis plaques.

Enbrel binds to TNF and renders it biologically inactive, which can result in a significant reduction in inflammation, Wyeth said.

A study of more than 1,200 plaque psoriasis patients showed that the drug lead to a rapid and significant clearing of skin lesions and improvement in quality-of-life scores compared with placebo.

07/30/04 21:17 ET

Copyright 2004 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of Reuters content, including by framing or similar means, is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent of Reuters. Reuters shall not be liable for any errors or delays in content, or for any actions taken in reliance thereon. All active hyperlinks have been inserted by AOL.
