Serono-Raptiva safe, efficient in long-term study
ZURICH, July 29 (Reuters) - Serono's psoriasis treatment Raptiva is safe and efficient in the long term, the firm said on Thursday, unveiling the results of a 30-month trial on patients with moderate to severe chronic plaque psoriasis.

Europe's largest biotechnology company has won key European backing for Raptiva and the launch of the treatment for the sometimes debilitating skin disease is expected in the European Union after formal regulatory approval later this year.

"These 30-month data give dermatologists additional insight into how Raptiva may be used to develop long-term treatment strategies for the psoriasis patients where we have approval," said Serono official Franck Latrille in a statement.

The drug, licensed outside the United States and Japan from Genentech , is expected to reduce Serono's dependence on its flagship multiple sclerosis drug Rebif, which is under pressure from competitors.
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