Abbott Study Shows Psoriasis Relief
NEW YORK (AP) - Pharmaceutical company Abbott Laboratories Inc.'s rheumatoid arthritis drug Humira provided relief from psoriasis in a phase II study, the company said Thursday at an American Academy of Dermatology meeting.

Psoriasis is a painful chronic, non-contagious skin disease characterized by dry, scaly and cracked skin and patches of red, raised skin known as "plaques." There is no known cure for the disease which effects more than 4.5 million people in the United States, the company said.

The study found that 42 percent of the study participants experienced 90 percent improvement in disease activity after 24 weeks of treatment. Sixty-four percent of patients taking 40 milligrams of Humira every other week experienced at least a 75 percent improvement in disease extent and severity.

The double-blind study measured the effectiveness and tolerability of Humira in 148 patients. This was a 12-week continuation of a 12-week study, in which patients in the first portion were allowed to continue on the same dosage.

Abbott shares recently traded up 11 cents at $39.16 on the New York Stock Exchange.
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